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MAINEDOT RESPONSE TO COMMENTS ON DRAFT “STUDY OF
IMPACTS CAUSED BY EXEMPTING CURRENTLY NON-EXEMPT
MAINE INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS FROM FEDERAL TRUCK
WEIGHT LIMITS”
On behalf of the Maine Department of Transportation, I would like to thank
those members of the public who forwarded comments on our study of the
impacts of allowing higher State of Maine truck-weight limits for 5- and 6axle combination trucks on currently non-exempt Maine Interstate
Highways. MaineDOT undertook the study to determine how a
Congressional exemption allowing this policy would affect highway safety
and infrastructure.
The study predicts that a federal truck-weight exemption for 5- and 6-axle
trucks on Maine’s currently non-exempt Interstate highways would cause
many of these truck that weigh between 80,000 and 100,000 pounds to
divert from numerous secondary roads to the Interstate Highway System.
This “diversion network” of secondary roads would extend from Portland to
the Canadian border. The study further predicts that this policy would
reduce truck-related crashes by three each year and save Maine taxpayers
between $1.3 million and $2 million in pavement and bridge costs.
The study demonstrates that removal of these heavy trucks from our
congested secondary roads to better engineered Interstate highways makes
sense from a safety standpoint. It notes that the crash rate on Maine
secondary roads is nearly three times higher than on the non-exempt
Interstates and almost four times higher than on the Maine Turnpike, which
currently allows the heavier trucks over 80,000 pounds. National studies
also show a similar result.
Some commenters suggested reduction of Maine State truck-weight limits as
a proposed solution. This would aggravate rather than reduce the safety
problem with heavier trucks. It would require up to 25% more vehicles to
carry the same payload, resulting in more heavy vehicle exposure on our
highways and intersections, thereby increasing the risk of truck-involved
crashes. These extra vehicles will increase air pollutants and their adverse
health affects. Economically, weight limit reductions would increase Maine
transportation costs, a cost which would ultimately be paid by Maine
consumers. Maine’s economy would also be disadvantaged relative to other
states, which allow higher truck weights. It is highly unlikely that the Maine

Legislature would enact legislation to reduce truck weights, given the
consequences I have mentioned.
The proposed weight-exemption policy examined in our study would not
lead to further truck-weight increases beyond current Maine truck-weight
limits. Instead, it would simply redirect heavy trucks that are currently
allowed on our secondary roads to a safer highway system that was designed
to carry them.
Many thanks to all of you who have commented on our study.
Tim Bolton
Study Project Manager
Office of Freight Transportation
Maine Department of Transportation

